Benevolent Intentions

Decolonizing the Religious Liberal Imperial Mind,
An American Story

Addressing topics from America’s imperial era that remain current, this book describes the
intersection of religious liberalism and imperialism and identifies the disproportionately large
number of religious liberals who were in positions to direct and enforce colonial hegemony. The
results have been lasting and continue to be headline news.

“Muir opens the door for truth-telling which is an important first
step to co-creating more just and equitable futures.” —Alicia R.
Forde, Texas Methodist Foundation
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“At a time when powerful forces aim to whitewash US history,
Muir insists that we must first grapple with its unwelcome
truths if we are to secure more just futures.” — Tisa Wenger,
Yale University

“In this era of neo-imperialist rhetoric and posturing, Muir’s
book reminds us that we have been here before.” — Mark
Morrison-Reed, author of Black Pioneers in a White
Denomination

“With the help of Muir’s insights and analysis we are better
equipped to move beyond the tragic limits of ‘benevolent
intentions’ to become more faithful builders of beloved
community.” — Rebecca Ann Parker, President Emerita, Starr
King School for the Ministry
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Fredric Muir is the author and/or contributing editor of six books as well as numerous publications
on liberal religious themes: Charles Darwin, religious language, healthy boundaries for clergy, the
centering of love in liberal religion, mentoring, and liberal religious history. He received his Master of
Divinity degree from Union Theological Seminary (NY) and his Doctor of Ministry from Wesley
Theological Seminary (DC) where liberation theology shaped both his personal convictions and
theological vision. For 25 years he has shared a consulting ministry in the Philippines. He is Minister
Emeritus of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Annapolis (MD).
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